
 

Unusual Class Assignment by Avery Chen 

"The worst day of my life has arrived," moaned Michael as the alarm clock 
sounded. He didn't want this day to come. It was Michael's first day of 6th grade at a 
new school. He dreaded this day and didn't want to get out of bed. His family had just 
move to a new town and Michael felt uneasy and anxious about being the new kid in 
sixth grade. All his classmates probably knew one another since kindergarten, and he 
didn't know anyone. 

 When he arrived at school, everyone was saying "hi" to each other, but no one 
said hi to him. "How can this day get any worse?" thought Michael. And then it did. 
When Michael got to his class, his teacher immediately passed out an assignment and 
told the class that this assignment will see how ready they are for sixth grade. 

 "You can work with a partner if you would like to," announced Mrs. Green. One 
by one his classmates paired up, but no one teamed-up with Michael. "Oh, I almost 
forgot, you need to finish this assignment in 5 minutes," Mrs. Green said with a grin. 

 "What?!" exclaimed Michael. "What kind of teacher would torture us with this 
kind of assignment on the first day of school! I got to hurry!" thought Michael. He 
started doing the assignment immediately and skimmed through the directions. The 
first question: Solve this calculus problem. "What?!" Michael was flabbergasted. "What 
is even calculus?" So he skipped it. Question 2: Write the alphabet backwards. So 
Michael started writing. Z,Y, X. W,... Question 3: Explain the events that led to the Cold 
War. "What kind of question is this?!" thought Michael in disbelief. "I only have 2 ½ 
minutes left! Impossible!" Question 4: Define the word "xerophyte" without using a 
dictionary. Michael didn't even know that word existed. So he wrote a random definition 
down. He couldn't waste any time. When he got to Question 5, it said, "Draw a smiley 
face as the answer for all the questions above." Confused, he continued to read and it 
said "This assignment was to see if you know to first read directions. Welcome to sixth 
grade!" Michael went back and read the directions. It said to skip directly to question 5 
to complete the assignment. Michael laughed, "What an unusual assignment, but I get 
it. I know I'm going to like this teacher. It's going to be a great school year after all!" 

 


